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Canine Extra-Corporeal -Shock-Wave-Therapy: A Clinical Report

Back: the procedure

1. Sedate the animal
2. Clip the hair
3. Degrease the location
4. Apply enough gel
5. Choose the settings on the

Equitron
E4/5-P240-SV500-R20

6. Direction
on the left and right side
paramedian dorsal to ventral

7. Start the therapy

introduction |  cases |  shoulder |  elbow |  hip | knee |  back  |  others |  discussion
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Ileosacral problem

Tango
• Boxer, male, born 3.15.2000, 28 kg 
• Age at the first ESWT: 10 months
• Problem: unstable back limb
• Diagnosis: unstable ileosacral joint
• Outcome: the back muscels are

become much better

introduction |  cases |  shoulder |  elbow |  hip | knee |  back  |  others |  discussion
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Spondylosis
Bella

• Boxer, female, born 3.22.1995, 32 
kg 

• Age at the first ESWT: 6 years
• Problem: beginning paralysis of 

the hind legs
• Diagnosis: spondylosis
• Outcome: see owner's reeport

introduction |  cases |  shoulder |  elbow |  hip | knee |  back  |  others |  discussion
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Spondylosis
Owner's report

introduction |  cases |  shoulder |  elbow |  hip | knee |  back  |  others |  discussion

Bel la,  female boxer,  born March 22, 
1 9 9 5 
 
Dog owners’  observat ions before 
and af ter  shock wave t reatments 
 
 
On Apr i l  9 ,  2001,  n ine days before 
the f i rst treatment, Bel la started to 
l imp with the left  h ind leg. The f i rst 
few days the l imp was s l ight ,  
howeve r more not iceable whenever 
she had been rest ing for a whi le. 
Dur ing the days pr ior to the f i rst 
l imp we had not observed anyth ing 
that  cou ld have caused some k ind 
of trauma to a jo int,  a l igament or a 
muscle,  she had not s l ipped, fa l len 
or  bumped against  something,  she 
had not had excessive exercise or 
wi ld romps with another dog.  
We cut  the da i ly  walks somewhat 
shorter and the si tuat ion remained 
more or less stable for a few days. 
  
On Apr i l  14,  dur ing p lay wi th 
another  dog in  the garden,  
someth ing star ted to hurt her very 
much. She did not want to walk any 
more,  she just  wanted to l ie  down in 
a corner.  Steps seemed to 
represent a part icular problem for 
her,  we carr ied her up and down 
the steps between house and 

garden. I t  was Easter and we had 
an appointme nt to see Dr. Hauri  on 
Apr i l  18, therefore we saw to i t  that 
Bel la rested a lot,  we kept her warm 
and d id not go on walks anymore.  
We just took (mostly carr ied) her 
down into the garden to re l ieve 
hersel f .  She defecated only 
reluctantly and with some dif f i culty, 
smal l  quant i t ies and the faeces was 
quite f lat,  not round in shape. The 
situat ion remained stable unt i l  we 
saw Dr.  Haur i  on Apr i l  18, in fact,  by 
then i t  seemed to have improved a 
t iny b i t ,  but  we had kept  her  very 
sedentary for  the last  4 days. 
 
B el la stayed in Beinwi l  for  t reatment 
f rom Apr i l  18 to 21.  
 
When she returned home we s lowly  
started our normal  walk ing rout ine,  
a f ter  4 days we were aga in up to 
over one hour of br isk walk ing in 
hi l ly terr itory in the morning, and 
another shorter walk in th e  
af ternoon. Now and then the walks 
include running fast,  or br ief  play 
sessions with another dog. 
 
We did not see any l imping 
anymore! After having rested for a 
longer per iod there was a very s l ight 
favouring of one leg during the f irst 

f ew  s teps  –  and even of th is we 
were not  absolute ly  sure.  I t  could 
a lso have been just some kind of  
st i f fness. Eventual ly  even the 
“st i f fness” disappeared. 
There are many steps on our  
property, inside the house as wel l  
as between house and garden.  She 
took al l  steps with brisk, f luid 
mot ions, very evenly,  not pausing, 
not  changing legs -  beaut i fu l  and 
ext remely  normal . 
 
We saw to i t  that  her faeces stayed 
on the softer s ide, by adding some 
shredded l inseed to her food. 
Defecat ing s lowly became easier ,  
quant i t y  and shape o f  the faeces 
turned back to normal  in  the course 
of 5 to 6 weeks, i .e. 3- 4  
evacuat ions a day,  round (or  c lose 
to)  in shape. 
 
On May 11 Bel la  received a second 
shock wave treatment.  Qui te 
f rankly,  we can not remember any 
speci f ic di f ferences between the 
situat ion immediately pr ior to May 
11 and after.  She cont inues to walk 
very wel l  and there is no l imp 

whatsoever.

 


